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Democracy

What does democracy mean? A system of government by the
entire population or a majority of eligible citizens, usually
through elected representatives.

It includes the following aspects:

Regular and fair elections
An electoral system where there is a secret ballot and where
the results reflect the views of the people. The results are
also accountable.

There are regular elections which makes the Government
accountable,

Any citizen can stand for election.

Candidates can campaign equally without any fear of
intimidation or bribery.

The media can freely report on the work of Government.

The judiciary is separate from government and citizens can
use the legal process to hold government to account.

Prime Minister:
Liz Truss

Political Party - group of people who The Opposition
share the political ideas and work ~ all parties not
together to achieve power at local or in government -
national level e.g. The Labour Party or who gre W
the Conservative Party. opposition’ to the
Government.
The Cabinet — senior members of the The largest
Government who hold ministerial jobs. opposition party
= Her Majesty's
1. The law limits the number of Official
ministers in the Cabinet. Opposition’.
2, Ministers receive more money than
MPs.
3. The most senior ministers are the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the UK = currently
Home Secretary and the Foreign Conservative
Secretary. Party form I':-
4. Cabinet meets regularly at 10 m-r_"
: Labour Party are
Downing Street. ‘ ' the Official
5. The Prime Minister chairs Cabinet Opposition L
meetings.
6. The Prime Minister decides who is in
the Cabinet and can sack them at EF.::‘:"'_
Syt held every 5
years!

Government and Laws

Make laws

Debate proposals
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Understanding the importance of UK
parliament, democracy & politics today
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Traditionally
representing working
class

COMMUNISM | | Values: Collectivism
Rule by the (see self as part of
people in group, nation etc)
committees Nationalised industry
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Social welfare and
benefits
Negotiable social roles
Distribution of wealth

Collectivism e.g
Russia, China
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CONSERVATISM
Traditionally
representing
bourgeoisie/middie
class

Values: Individualism
(see self and family as
most important)
Traditional gender rotes
Free trade and
enterprise
Accumutation of
personal wealth

Strong law and order

O
SDLP

/ Democrats

Alliance

Wales

FASCISM

Rule by an
unelected leader
Cude of
Individual e g
Hitler, Mussoling,
Statin
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Check proposed laws
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s ADDIOVE New laws.

. Make gecsions.

How laws are made - UK.

Government Income and Spendin

Business rates, £28 billion

Other (non-taxes), £51 billion

Other (taxes), £69 billion Income tax, £182 billion

Council tax, £30 billion

VAT, £138 billion National Insurance, £126 bi

Corporation tax, £43 billion Excise duties, £48 billion

Who can vote in elections?

- A British Citizen or a member of the EU or Commonwealth living in the UK.

+ Anyone 18 and over can regis

ter to vote.

+ Not suffering any legal incapacity to vote.

Who cannot vote in elections?
+ Members of the House of Lo
* People in prison
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UK GOVERNMENT SPENDING

Other: 1 O“r.l

Debt interest: 5%

Public order &
safety: 6%

Housing and
environment: 4%
illion
Industry, agriculture,
employment & training: 4%

Defence: 5%

Pensions and welfare benefits: 27%

Personal social services: 5%

Health:- 18%

Transport: 3%

Education: 13%

Managing a cost of living crisis
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BIG QUESTION:

How does politics impact me?

CDemocracy

A& systern of government by the entire population or a
majority of eligible citizens, usually through slected
representatives.

Dewvolution

A& process where power is shared between different bodies.
In the UK there are separate elected bodies in Scotland,
‘wales and Northern ireland.

Govermment

The individuals who run the state. In the UK we refer to
‘central government’, which is made up of political parties
that wion the general election. The prime minister leads the
government and appoints ministers

Parliameant

Elected representatives who mest and debate and pass new
lzws. In the UK it is made up of the House of Commons,
House of Lords and the Monarch (The Queen)

Prime Minister

The Head of Government. The Prime Minister is the leader
of the largest party in the House of Commons and is an
elected MP.

Civil Service:

Employees of the state who administer our public policy.

Political Parties

A group of people who share a commen idealogy and
political beliefs and wishas to win elections in order to carry
out their ideas.

The Opposition

The “official opposition’ is the name given to the largest
party in the Commans not in power. The oppasition are MPs
representing parties not in government.

Local Elections

Elections held for councillors to local councils, held ona
fixed date in May after the fixed term of office has expired.

Generzl Elections

Elections held every 5 years to decide which political party
should become the central government.

an annual statement made by the Chancellor of the

Budget Exchequer to the House of Commaons about the taxation and
spending policy for the forthcoming year.
T A document provided by a political party at the time of an

election gutlining the policies it would like to introduce.

Gross Domestic
Product (GDP)

The valus of 2l the goods and services created in & country,
normzlly mezsured on an annual basis.

Economy

System of income and spending

Constituencies

& named geographical area consisting on average of about
55,000 woters which elects a single MP to the UK Parliament.

Houses of
Parliameant

Building in Westminster where government business takes
place

10 Downing Strest

Home address of the Frime minister and government
meetings.

Braxit

Procass of the Great Britain leaving the European Union (EU)

https://www.gov.uk/government/how-government-works
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-46318565
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