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BIG QUESTION: 
‘Would you rather live in a town or the countryside?’  

Key Vocabulary 

Recommended websites 
 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/resources/map-reading/  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6j6fg8/revision/1  

Compass points & Grid References 

Scale and Contours 

Ordnance Survey Symbols 

Maps have grid lines on them. 

We use them to pinpoint    

locations by using grid          

reference. A four-figure grid 

reference is a handy way of 

identifying any square on a 

map, six-figure grid references 

are best for giving exact      

locations. Grid references are 

easy, as long as you remember 

that you always go along the 

corridor before you go up the 

stairs. 

The scale of a map helps us calculate the size, height and dimensions 
of the features shown on the map AND the distances between 
different points. Scale is the ratio between real life distances and 
how many ties it has been shrunk to fi it on the map. 
Example: A scale of 1:50 000 where 1cm = 50,000cm on the ground 
(500m or 0.5 km) or a scale of 1:25 000 (250m or 0.25km) 

                                  

 

                                                          

 

 

                                                                      

Contours are lines drawn on a map that join places of the same 
height. On OS maps they are orange/brown, some will have their 
heights written on them and they are always an EQUAL distance 
apart. If the lines are CLOSE together the land is steep and if the 
lines are FAR apart the land is flat.  

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/resources/map-reading/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6j6fg8/revision/1

