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Identifying natural resources 

 used to power the planet 
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BIG QUESTION: 
‘What are we going to use when                          

fossil fuels run out?’ 

Fossil Fuels Key Vocabulary 

Recommended websites 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/fossil-fuel/399465  

https://www.alliantenergykids.com/RenewableEnergy/
RenewableEnergyHome  

Renewable energies 

What are fossil fuels? 

They are natural substances made deep within the Earth 

from the remains of ancient plants and animals. Over quite 

some time the heat turned these into fuels and when it’s 

burned it releases energy.  

What are the three main types of fossil fuels? 

Coal, Oil and Natural Gas. They all come from under the 

ground in similar ways. The fossil fuels supply about 90% of 

the world’s energy.  Fossil fuels are non-renewable which 

means one day they will run out.  

What are renewable energies? 

Renewable energy is made from resources that nature will 
replace, like wind, water and sunshine.  

Why don’t we use renewable energies all the time? 

Unlike natural gas and coal, we can't store up wind and 
sunshine to use when we need to make more electricity. If 
the wind doesn't blow or the sun hides behind clouds, 
there sometimes isn’t enough power for everyone. It also 
costs more money to make electricity from wind or sun.  

When we talk about climate change, we are talking about 
global changes in the Earth's average temperature. The 
Earth's average temperature moves up and down naturally, 
but it has been increasing more rapidly than it usually does.  

This change is impacting on the planet's environment. Many 
of the changes to the Earth's climate are caused by human 
activity. As well as  harmful amounts of chemicals being   
released into the atmosphere, climate change is also causing 
icecaps to melt, increased forest fires, flooding and drought. 

Climate Change 
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